Georges P. Vanier Junior High School Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes May 9, 2024
Attendance:

Andrea Pugsley-Connell, Principal

Tammy Murray, Vice Principal   

Sheila Lane, Chair/Parent

Carolyn Meek, Administrative Assistant 

Lynne MacKinnon, Teacher Representative

Stacie Burrows, Parent Representative, Oldfield Consolidated Elementary

Erin Donahoe Irwin, Parent Representative Ash Lee Jefferson Elementary

Angela Rudderham, Parent Representative, Waverley Memorial

Sarah Silver, Parent Representative, Holland Road

Heather Hopkins, Community Member 

Josie Luedey, grade 8 student representative

Regrets: 
Damion Pollard, Vice Principal

Jacquie Cohen, Community Member
Lilly Connors, grade 6 student representative

Alexander Hann, grade 7 student representative

Guest Observer:

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:02 pm by Shelia Lane.
2. Introductions: There were no new introductions for this meeting. 
3. Approval of Agenda:  Approved by Sarah Silver, seconded by Tammy Murray.
4. Approval of Minutes February 22, 2024: Approved by Stacie Burrows, seconded by Heather Hopkins.
5. Business arising from the meeting minutes: None
6. Student Representatives Report
· Lilly Connors, grade 6 student representative – There was no report as Lilly was absent.
· Alexander Hann, grade 7 student representative – There was no report as Lilly was absent.
· Josie Luedey, grade 8 student representative reported on sports including flag rugby, badminton and track and field.
7. Report from Administration
Registration:
Transition Meetings - We have completed all transition meeting with all the elementary teams, and we have completed most of the learning center tours. We have met with Lockview High for transition meetings.

New Grade 6 Orientation - We have set the dates for Grade 5 tours and sessions for students to get to know their new school which is June 3 and 4 for all four feeder schools.

Grade 9 Orientation – Wednesday June 26th Morning/Lunch Grade 8 students from Georges P. Vanier and Harold T. Barrett will walk to Lockview where they will meet each other, the student leaders and staff, tour the school, and enjoy a BBQ lunch before heading back to GPVJH.

Grade 8 Celebration and Dance - June 20, 2024.
Student Success Plan: 
Literacy Goal: To improve student’s achievement in writing, with a focus on generating and developing ideas. 
· Angie Horne, HRCE Literacy Coach has been working on coaching teachers and small group instruction at GPV. She has completed Dibble testing on each student to determine needs. Together, we have looked all the data to set goals and move forward. 
Numeracy Goal: To improve student achievement in the application of number sense and operations.
Out math goal has changed after consultation with the DEECD to “All grade 8 math students will meet expectations in Mathematics” 

· We have been supporting our goals in math to improve student success. Consultants were able to provide insight into what areas we need to focus on.  We looked at what our grade 8’s are not doing well on and compared the two data sets. This had led to more lessons on retrieval process to reach higher success. Our students have improved by 15%. We will be getting more coaching. Grade 6 teachers continue to work on fact fluency. We are a lead school and other students will be following the same process. 
· Principals lead the math PLC (Professional Learning Community) to support short-cycle planning focusing on teaching strategies and providing support to all students. There is a focus on different cognitive levels of questioning. All three math teachers have set goals with our math coach and are working collaboratively to develop multi-levels of questioning, for example, math markets to engage students. 
· In grade 6 we are working on fact fluency. We have been fortunate to work with two math coaches. One of our math coaches, Mr. Little, worked with grade 6 teachers with fluency. Mr. Little remains at GPV supporting the Learning Center.
· RMW8 – Grade 8 students will be writing the Reading, Math, and Writing Provincial Assessment on Literacy 22 and 23 and Math 28 and 29. Information was sent home to families.
Wellness Goal: To improve student wellness.
· A committee was formed to address student wellness and well-being. We looked at data from the Student Success Survey and planned the day based on student feedback. We had 30 different presenters and each student had 3 different sessions plus a key-note speaker.  Presenters were provided breakfast and lunch. Students were given a backpack with a variety of items. 
· Nourish Nova Scotia selected GPVJH to receive a $5000 green house. We are currently looking at site selection.
Staffing

· Ms. Felix is in for Ms. Gillespie in family studies. 

Other:

· Drama Club - True Colours and dessert theatre, 2-day performance. 
· Field Trip – All grade 7 & 8 students will be attending the Lockview Musical, Legally Blond (it is only appropriate for Grade 7 and 8) and they will be going on May 29, 30.  Grade 6’s are going to see Elemental at Dartmouth Crossing Cineplex 
· Bell Change for 2024-2025– start at 8:55 to 2:55. Details to follow to families shortly. 
· Nova Scotia’s School Lunch Program – The letter from Becky Druhan, Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development regarding the School Lunch Program was shared with SAC.  As outlined and over the coming months, SAC’s will be asked to provide feedback. 
· Photography – Our photography contract is up for renewal. We book for one year at a time, 3 offers were brought forward. By consensus, the committee choose Photomaster. 
· 2024-2025 SAC Committee Composition – Through consensus, the committee agreed the SAC chair for next year will be Heather Hopkins. 
· Ms Felix and Mr. Merrick and their students will be baking cookies to raise funds for the Red Dress Day and awareness. The proceeds were donated to the Moose Hide Campaign. 
· Our drama club will attend Drama Fest with Mrs. Cataford.
· School Clothing was a big hit and Mrs. Murray got through all 13 boxes to distribute.
8. Finance 
· 11 Chromebooks were bought, working on ordering the Viper mascot.

9. New Business – No new business to report.
10. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm. The next SAC meeting will be June 6, 2024.
Notes: 
· The committee’s SAC meetings for the 2023-2024 academic year are as follows: September 14, October 19, November 16, February 22, May 9, and June 6 (pending)        
· The committee’s SAC meetings for the 2024 – 2025 academic year are as follows: September 19 (before curriculum night), October 17 (before school dance), November 21, January 16, February 13 (before school dance) and April 17 (before school dance). 

