Georges P. Vanier Junior High School Advisory Council

Meeting Minutes October 17, 2024
Attendance:

Andrea Pugsley-Connell, Principal

Damion Pollard, Vice Principal

Heather Hopkins, Chair/Parent
Lynne MacKinnon, Teacher Representative

Meg Douglas, Teacher Representative

Angela Rudderham, Parent Representative, Waverley Memorial

Sarah Silver, Parent Representative, Holland Road

Sheila Lane, Community Member, Past Chair
Alexander Hann, grade 8 student representative

Austin Madder and Tessa Mitchell, grade 6 student representative

Lilly Connors, grade 7 student representative

Regrets: 
Yelena Smith, Vice Principal 

Carolyn Meek, Administrative Assistant 

Jacquie Cohen, Parent
Erin Donahoe Irwin, Parent Representative ,Ash Lee Jefferson Elementary

Stacie Burrows, Parent Representative, Oldfield Consolidated Elementary
Guest Observers:

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:05 pm by Heather Hopkins.
2. Introductions and Committee Review: The committee members introduced themselves. A review of committee members and roles were discussed. Moving forward, Jacquin Cohen will now be included as a guest as she is a parent and the parent representative roles have been filled.
3. Approval of Agenda:  Amendment of the agenda to include the addition of Tessa Mitchell, a co-chair for grade 6 student representatives and committee member review added to introduction section. Approved as amended by Sarah Silver and seconded by Sheila Lane.
4. Approval of Minutes September 19, 2024: Approved as amended (change of start time from 6:32 to 5:32), by Sheila Lane, seconded by Damion Pollard.
5. Business arising from the meeting minutes: 
SAC Conference - Update from Heather Hopkins, Chair and Mr. Pollard, Vice Principal on the SAC conference of Sept. 27, 2024. Topics included: networking, ideas on how SAC funds were spent, round-tables about the Code of Conduct, school violence, unacceptable behaviour with examples, and the school lunch program. The SAC handbook available on-line. Also discussed was SAC by-laws and the responsibility of chair. Overall, it was a very informative day. 

6. Student Representatives Report
Grade 6 student representative – Tessa reported on the garbage outside. She recommended more garbage cans as there are a lot of seagulls. Homeroom 702 cleaned up the grounds last week. She reported that some students are interested in helping pick up garbage. The grade 6’s wrote their literacy and math assessments. There was discussion about dictionaries and we may need more in classrooms. There was discussion about headphones and noise cancellations headphones and Ms. Pugsley indicated she has been approving teacher requests for headphones which have arrived. 
Grade 7 student representative - The member was not present to provide a report.
Grade 8 student representative – Alex reported on D&D club as he is looking for a teacher volunteer. More clubs and activities will start in November when the weather gets cooler. The library is open at lunch three times a week and students can eat and read. Tour band and Jazz band are underway and practicing.
7. Report from Administration
Staff update - Mr. Deveau has been filling in for Mrs Smith while she is off.

PD October - Andrea shared Math NCSM PD with Math PLC. Vice Principals in HRCE had VTRA training or Threat Risk Assessment Training. Principals attended PD on finance, operations, student services and work place violence.
Mr. Pollard reported on his professional development trip to Sweden. The focus of the conference was sharing ideas. He had the opportunity to tour Swedish schools. 

 Other: 

· EMO - We had another successful fire drill. We have submitted our EMO plan to the school board and RCMP. We will submit our work place violence policy to the board and province by Oct 31. 
· Report cards will be sent home electronically on November 28, 2023. Parent/Guardian & Teacher Meetings will be held Dec 5, 2024.
· Grade 7 Immunizations will be Nov 12, 2024 and run by Public Health. 
· Upcoming trips: Grade 8 FI June 11-13, 2025. Band trip to Quebec City May 6-10, 2025. Day trip for 807, 808, 809 to Pier 21 on Nov 6. Day Trip for the band to the theatre. 

· Winter Band Concert December 10, 2024. 
· Band Auction Fund Raiser November 2, 2024
· Band Craft Fair is Oct. 17 and Oct 18 at GPV.
· RWM6 will take place Oct. 7-19. 

· School dance Oct. 17

· Guidance has working with the grade 6’s on the START posters focused on how to respond to discriminatory behaviours.
Upcoming: Chris Cocek from HRCE Technology integration leader will be here on Oct. 23 to present a workshop to the grade 6’s on digital literacy. Bus evacuation drill is scheduled for Oct. 21. Spirit week will be Oct. 28- Nov. 1. Teachers will participate in the NSTU Provincial Conference Day on Oct. 25. Staff will have the option to participate in a pumpkin carving contest where students vote on their favourite on Oct. 31. 
Student Success Plan: 
· During the PD day on October 11, our staff teams worked to develop a math, literacy and well-being goal after being lead through the SSP process and looking at Grade 6 and 8 data.
Literacy Goal: To improve student’s achievement in writing, with a focus on generating and developing ideas. 
· The focus is, pulling out data from informational text
Numeracy Goal: All grade 8 math students will meet expectations in Mathematics. 
· The focus is, embracing the productive struggle, reasonable guesses and mathematical discourse.
Wellness Goal: To improve student wellness.
· The Focus is, how can we make our school and classrooms more inclusive with an emphasis on using student voice to guide our plan. 
8. Finance – No money has been received yet.
9. New Business – There was no new business. The chair reminded the committee that new business should be put forward prior to the meetings to be included in the agenda. 
10. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 6:51pm. The next SAC meeting will be January 16, 2025 at 6:00.
Note:  The committee’s SAC meetings for the 2024 – 2025 academic year are as follows: September 19 (before curriculum night), October 17 (before school dance), November 21, January 16, February 13 (before school dance) and April 17 (before school dance).  A handout of dates for the SAC 2024-2025 was distributed in paper format. All meeting are from 6:00 – 7:00 unless otherwise specified. 
