Georges P. Vanier Junior High School Advisory Council

Meeting Minutes October 19, 2023
Attendance:
Andrea Pugsley-Connell, Principal
Sheila Lane, Chair/Parent
Carolyn Meek, Administrative Assistant 

Damion Pollard, Vice Principal

Tammy Murray, Vice Principal   
Lynne MacKinnon, Teacher Representative
Heather Hopkins, Community Member 

Angela Rudderham, Parent Representative for Waverley Memorial
Alexander Hann, grade 7 student representative
Josie Luedey, grade 8 student representative

Guest Observers:
Sarah Khan
Aadam Skinner

Alison MacGillivary

Daphne Jenkins

Valerie Malone

Regrets: 

Jacquie Cohen, Community Member
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:05 pm by Shelia Lane.
2. Introductions: The SAC committee and guest observers introduced themselves.
3. Approval of Agenda:  Approved by Tammy Murray, Seconded by Damian Pollard
4. Approval of Minutes dated September 14, 2023: Approved by Damian Pollard, Seconded by Tammy Murphy
5. Business arising from the meeting minutes: 
· There was no business arising from the last meeting. 
Student Representatives Report

· Alex reported on the clubs and activities at lunch at GPV including open gym, open games room, GSA, Green Team and Dungeons and Dragons Club. 
· Josie reported on the sporting activities at GPV including girls and boys cross country, soccer teams and volleyball. There will be a dance tonight with a canteen. We have rising costs with the DJ so our price has gone up this year to cover the cost. Tickets were presold.
6. Report from Administration
Bus Evacuation Safety - The Bus Evacuation drill will be tomorrow at 9:30. Seven buses have been booked and each student will learn about bus safety and practice evacuating the bus. 
Staffing Update- Mr. Verge continues to be in for Ms. Burgess as a long-term sub.
Student Success Plan:

GPV Goals 

Literacy: To improve student’s achievement in writing, with a focus on generating and 

developing ideas.

· The admin team lead PD for staff in literacy which looked at all grade 7 Provincial data and school-based data.  Staff identified some trends in the data using the data cycle to begin informing and planning instruction. One significant trend that we noticed, and it is also a GVP trend is that girls are meeting outcome in writing 20% more often than boys in writing. This a trend that staff will dig into and look at ways to support boys in writing. We will be implementing short-cycle planning in writing.
Numeracy Goal: To improve student achievement in the application of number sense and 

operations.

· Short-cycle planning is a collaborative practice where teachers look at the data and look to see how we can do to make a difference. In math, we have done short-cycle planning since 2020. We have incorporated vertical spaces and working collaboratively. We have noted that students need teachers to model problem solving and teaching around what mathematical conversations look and sound like. We are receiving support from our math coach and our HRCE math department. 

Wellness Goal: To improve student wellness.

· For wellbeing, the staff analyzed our data and staff are working on ways to improve our students experience at GPV.

Integrated Learning Inquiry Lessons – Our focus is balance which aligns with our school wellness goal. On October 12 during integrated learning, students worked in groups to create a device that protects an egg. Next, we held an egg drop to test out the structures. Teachers are delivering lessons based on balance which is cross-curricular in nature. Ultimately, students will be using the inquiry process to research a topic and create a product.
PD 

· Admin are participating in threat assessment training to take a look at how to access threat and how to take action.

· 3 Braid Provincial Mandate– 4 modules, the first looking at inequities and how to make school a more equitable place. Attacks on identity information presentations will occur for each class. We developed a poster to support student delivery.
· Peers training was offered to our Learning Centre Teachers. We are hoping to start up some Peers group. 

· We had some arts training from a retired art teacher. 

· Mr. Pollard has lead PD with grade 6 teachers in fact fluency (math). 

· Ms. Pugsley-Connell has lead PD about having a common understanding of assessment in literacy.

Assessments

· Nova Scotia Assessment: Grade 6 English & French Immersion - Grade 7 families received digital result for their child’s grade 6 provincial testing yesterday. The Grade 6 students just finished the Grade 6 Provincial testing and those results will be available next October.
·  Nova Scotia Assessment: Grade 8 English and French Immersion May 21–June 4, 2024

Math Competition – Ms. Peverill will be hosting a series of opportunities for students who excel in math. We had over 80 students from grade 6, 7, 8 compete today in the Math Caribou contest. It was great to see so many students embracing and competing in math. The Gauss math competition will be held in the spring.
Other:
· Grade 7 immunizations is November 8, 2023.
· Student Safety: A notice was communicated to parents/guardians as a reminder that our school parking lot is closed in the morning from 8:30-9:15 to have buses enter and drop of students. Our parking lot is also closed from 2:30-3:15 to load buses and for buses to prepare to take students home. It is important for student safety that vehicles are not entering the parking lot during those times.
· Our Indigenous Support Worker has been into classrooms to deliver workshops in support of Mi’kmaq History Month this October.
· Spirit Days – Oct.30- PJ Day, Oct 31 – Wear a costume, Nov. 1 – Sport/Jersey Day, Nov. 2 –GPV Colours, Nov. 3 – Crazy Hair Day

· There will be a staff pumpkin carving/painting event on October 30 and each student will vote for their favourite creation.

· NSTU Provincial Conference Day is Oct 27 and there will be no school for students. Teachers will be attending PD. 

· MADD will be presenting to the grade 8 students on November 1.
· We are excited to work with the Lockview High Leadership team and our Green team to do a GPV and community clean up. Thank you Lockview for partnering and inviting us to work with your Leadership team. We will be doing this on the morning of November 1.
· GPV Junior High Band Craft Fair was a big hit and well attended. Beginner Band camp will be on October 21.

· All homerooms are doing a food drive until October 30, 2023. Those able to support are encouraged to please send in a non-perishable food item with your child to their homeroom. Donations will be sent to Beacon House food bank.
8. Finance 
· No budget has been received to date. We have spent all of our budget from last year.
9. New Business – SAC Committee Membership was discussed
· Ms. Pugsley-Connell sent a note encouraging families from the Holland Road and Oldfield Consolidated School areas to join SAC. 
· Holland Road - 5 people expressed their interest. Two people submitted bio’s which were read aloud. The committee voted by secret ballot and results will be shared privately to all who submitted their interest.
· Oldfield Rep – This will be deferred until the next meeting as we had a late submission and proper SAC protocols must be followed.
10. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 6:43 pm. The next SAC meeting will be November 16, 2023. SAC meetings for the year: February 22, May 9, and June 6.      
