Georges P. Vanier Junior High School Advisory Council

Meeting Minutes November 21, 2024
Attendance:

Damion Pollard, Vice Principal

Justin Deveau, Acting Vice Principal

Heather Hopkins, Chair/Parent
Lynne MacKinnon, Teacher Representative

Stacie Burrows, Parent Representative, Oldfield Consolidated Elementary

Sarah Silver, Parent Representative, Holland Road

Sheila Lane, Community Member, Past Chair
Alexander Hann, grade 8 student representative

Austin Mader grade 6 co-student representative

Regrets: 
Andrea Pugsley-Connell, Principal

Meg Douglas, Teacher Representative 

Carolyn Meek, Administrative Assistant 

Erin Donahoe Irwin, Parent Representative, Ash Lee Jefferson Elementary

Angela Rudderham, Parent Representative, Waverley Memorial

Lilly Connors, grade 7 student representative

Tessa Mitchell, grade 6 co-student representative

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:05 pm by Heather Hopkins.
2. Introductions: Round table introductions were done. Justin Deveau (Acting Vice Principal) and Austin Mader (grade 6 co-student representative) introduced themselves as new members.
3. Approval of Agenda:  Approved by Damion Pollard, seconded by Sheila Lane.
4. Approval of Minutes October 17, 2024: Approved by Sheila Lane, seconded by                   Damion Pollard.                      .
5. Business arising from the meeting minutes: none
6. Student Representatives Report
Grade 6 student representative – Austin came as an observer this meeting.
Grade 7 student representative - The member was not present to provide a report, however a report was presented it on her behalf. There were 75 students who signed up for cross-country. The results of the events were communicated: 
     - Cross Country Results: Girls/identify as Team: 3rd place Boys/identify as Team: 1st place 
     - Boy/identify as will be hosting a volleyball semi-final match on Tuesday, Nov. 26 at 3:30

     - Girls/identify as will be hosting a semi-final match on Monday, Nov. 25 at 3:30
Grade 8 student representative – Alex reported on clubs and activities at GPV. Clubs include: table top games club/D&D, LEGO club, jazz band and percussion band and drama club. He reported there was no green team this year as the teacher who ran the club moved. Alex reported garbage cans have been seen on the school grounds. Mr. Pollard indicated that 5 students are earning “GPV Café Cash” for placing and removing the garbage cans daily.
7. Report from Administration
Staff update - Justin Deveau has joined our admin team as acting Vice Principal for the reminder of the year. Mr. Callaghan has filled Mr. Deveau’s previous teaching position.
PD October - Teachers participated in the NSTU Provincial Conference Day on Oct. 25. 
Other: 

· EMO - We had a successful bus evacuation drill on Oct. 21. We have submitted our Workplace Violence Policy to the board and province.
· Grade 7 Immunizations were held on Nov 12, 2024 and was run by Public Health. 
· Chris Cocek from HRCE Technology integration leader was at GPV on Oct. 23 to present a workshop to the grade 6’s on digital literacy.

· Spirit week was on Oct. 28- Nov. 1. Several staff created pumpkins and students voted.  

· Band had their silent auction on Nov. 2 which was a big success.
· The GPV craft show was a success. We purchased new folding tables to use at school events rather than renting them. 

· Remembrance Day – Resources from Veterans Affairs were ordered and distributed to all grade 6 teachers and to all 7 & 8 social studies teachers. The Remembrance Day service was Nov. 8. Many thanks to the veterans, staff and students who contributed.
· Mrs. Bowser and 805 visited the Glass Lab at Rocky Lake. The grade 8 French Immersion classes visited Pier 21.
· The equity team met on Nov. 7. We are looking at inclusion and presenting it in a student friendly way. 
· Grade 8 FI is selling popcorn to fundraise for their trip. 
· We are doing a Food Drive from Dec. 2 -11 for the Lions Club and a homeroom contest.
· November 22 is an assessment and evaluation day and there is no school for students. 
· Report cards will be sent home electronically on Nov. 28. Parent/Guardian & Teacher Meetings will be held Dec 5, 2024 from 1:00-3:00 and 6:00-8:00. 
· The Winter Band concert is December 10, 2024
Student Success Plan: 
Literacy Goal: To improve student’s achievement in writing, with a focus on generating and developing ideas. 
· The focus is, pulling out data from informational text. Other subject areas are collaborating and teaching these skills in content courses for example, science and social studies.  
Numeracy Goal: All grade 8 math students will meet expectations in Mathematics. 
· The focus is, embracing the productive struggle, reasonable guesses and mathematical discourse.

· Grade 8 teachers are responsible for creating plans for any student not meeting grade level expectations in grade 8.

Wellness Goal: To improve student wellness.
· The Focus is, how can we make our school and classrooms more inclusive with an emphasis on using student voice to guide our plan. 

· Integrated learning – Students are learning perseverance and grit, using trial and error and coming up with success criteria to complete a variety of challenges. Next, we moving on to Community Service Learning - developing a plan or action to support a cause or a way to educate and looking at the feasibility of the plan.
8. Finance – We received correspondence $5000 plus $1 per student. The committee will bring ideas on ways to spend the money for the next meeting. Mr. Pollard reviewed the categories the funding must be spent. The committee asked for an update on last year’s spending (the mascot).
9. New Business – none
10. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 6:29. The next SAC meeting will be January 16, 2025 at 6:00.
Note:  The committee’s SAC meetings for the 2024 – 2025 academic year are as follows: September 19 (before curriculum night), October 17 (before school dance), November 21, January 16, February 13 (before school dance) and April 17 (before school dance).  All meeting are from 6:00 – 7:00 unless otherwise specified. 
