Georges P. Vanier Junior High School Advisory Council

Meeting Minutes – February 23, 2023
Attendance:
Andrea Pugsley, Principal
Sheila Lane, Chair/Parent
Damion Pollard, Vice Principal

Carolyn Meek, Administrative Assistant

Lynne MacKinnon, Teacher Representative

Gwen Butcher, Holland Road Parent Representative

Heather Hopkins, Parent Representative

Angela Rudderham, Waverley Memorial Parent Representative

Kai Tilford and Megan Thompson, Grade 8 Student Representatives/GPVJH co-presidents

Regrets: 

Tammy Murray, Vice Principal

Erin Donahoe Irwin, Ash Lee Jefferson Parent Representative

Jacquie Cohen, Parent Representative
Roberta Sullivan, Oldfield Parent Representative 

Kelli MacDonald, Community Representative
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:07 pm by Shelia Lane.
2. Introductions: Sheila welcomed our new Principal and round table introductions were made. 
3. Approval of Agenda: Approved by Angela Rudderham



   Seconded by Gwen Butcher
4. Approval of Minutes dated December 13, 2022: The approval of the minutes was deferred until the next meeting. 
5. Business arising from the meeting minutes: Deferred until the Minutes dated December 13, 2022 are presented.
6. Report from Administration
Staffing update: 

· Grade 6 Ms. Caldwell is in for Ms. Robertson in 607. Mr. Plater is in for Mr. Murin. We have two acting guidance counsellors secured to replace Mrs. Ayoub.  The two retired guidance counsellors are Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. MacKenzie.  
Registration:
· Upcoming grade 5 students: We have provided presentations to each elementary feeder school to give band and GPV information to all students in grade 5. A welcome to GPV evening meeting was held for families of grade 5 and a tour of the modular was provided for interested families. A welcome package was sent home to all the grade 5 students. It included program information.
· Upcoming grade 7 students: We have met with all current grade 6 students. Mrs. Murray presented program options to grade 6 students and program information went home. We also hosted a late to French Immersion session families, which was well attended. 

· Upcoming grade 8 students: We sent home program information forms to grade 7 students. 

· Departing grade 8 students: We sent home communication from Lockview and assisted with online PowerSchool registration for all grade 8 students. Mrs. Meek supported all students in getting their passwords to support the online registration.  We invited Lockview to do presentations to our current grade 8 students.

Note: All this data determines class numbers and program requires and drives staffing decisions.

Math Goals:
· We have been supporting our goals in math to improve student success. All schools with Grade 8 have a Regional Math goal. The math goal is, “All grade 8 math students will meet expectations in Mathematics.” Principals lead the math PLC (Professional Learning Community) to support short-cycle planning focusing on teaching strategies and providing support to all students. At GPV, we build support for students not meeting grade level outcome expectations in grade 8 math.  

· Mrs. Pugsley has met with the Math Coordinator Alicia Potvin to map out the next math steps for students in grades 6-8. Mrs. Potvin has shared Professional Development resources for Fluency in grade 6 math and will meet with the grade 8 math team to examine and support the current teaching goal of math conferencing with grade 8 math students who are not meeting expectations in math. The Resource Team is also supporting in-class Tier 1 support and conferencing. 

· We have applied for a math coach for grade 6, 7 and 8. If approved, in grade 6 the coach would work on fact fluency. In grade 7 and 8 the team would come to work with teachers about math strategies and to support grade 8 math goal. 
· RWM6 (The Reading Writing and Math Assessment) data has arrived for all grade 6 students who took the assessment in the fall. A paper copy of the report was sent home to families.

Student Council Report:
· The Student Council has been very active and planned a candy gram event recently. GVP started African Heritage Month with a school wide guest speaker and will continue to book speakers for African Heritage Month. The council is investigating African Heritage Month speaker possibilities for next year. There is discussion about a fundraiser for hurricane relief.  

Sports:

· Boys and girls badminton is underway and we are just finishing up girls and boys basketball. We are also exploring a ski team.  A huge thank you to all of our volunteer coaches.
Other:

· Grade 6 classes participated in a field trip to the Pottery Lab where they were able to create a few pieces of glass art.
7. Student Representatives/ GPVJH co-presidents Report:
· Student council meetings are held monthly. There is a dance tonight. The student council is interested in purchasing jerseys. Current student council projects include looking to run a donation campaign for Turkey, looking for African Nova Scotia community members come to GPV to talk, more spirit weeks and special days such as muffin days.
8. Finance 
SAC Budget:

· SAC Budget Balance: $5 590.05. Expenditures to date this year was Pizza for SAC $83.95.  
· SAC end of year report on expenses linked to Math, Literacy or Wellness goals were reviewed. There was discussion about Chromebooks, such that GVP does not have a 1:1 student/Chromebook match. Chromebooks going home with students is being phased out within the HRCE due to damage and students will not be assigned a Chomebook to take home next year. Rather, they will be provided with one to use while at school. Therefore, Chromebook spending will be a priority. Also,  iPads were purchased for students who require them and teachers who travel from class to class.  LCD projectors were purchased.

9. New Business
Microwave: 
· A parent representative reported the microwave line is long and students are saying that the microwave is not clean. Action item: A new microwave will be purchased.

Jerseys: 
·  Instructional funds are not to be used for jerseys. If jerseys are to be purchased, the funds must come from another source such as grants or private contributors. There was discussion about the use of fundraising programs such as Raffle Box and HRCE guidelines for fundraising were discussed. There was discussion about fundraising for a specific program such as athletics or band versus a whole school project.
10. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 6:53pm. 

        The next meeting is on April 20, at 6:00. 
        Note there was a change of date.
