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Principal’s Message

Hello Parent(s) / Guardian(s),


I would like to extend a sincere ‘Thank You’ to all parents and guardians for the support and interest that you demonstrated during my term as Acting Principal at Georges P Vanier. Your visibility at sport/athletic events, Parent-Teacher Meetings, Program Planning Meetings, and our Spring Band Concert sends a message of the value that you place on your son’s/daughter’s education/learning experience. Also, parents/guardians, it was great to reconnect with some of your familiar faces …..some of whom I remember teaching...a long time ago (lol). 

The busy, final month of the year is filled with excitement and some sadness. Everyone is excited about warmer weather and beach days. Most of our grade 8 students are excited about transitioning to high school and our 7s are excited about becoming Vanier’s school leaders. The sadness is that some of our staff and students will leave us and transition to new assignments at other school communities. We do wish everyone (our 8s and our departing staff and students) wonderful experiences at their new schools next year.

Students, here are some summer challenges and reminders: wear sunscreen; do not swim alone; read at least two books; write a daily journal; make a new friend; eat lots of Nova Scotia delicious fresh fruit and vegetables; practice mental math when you are shopping; limit your technology time to one hour per day; do activities that puff up a resume; wear a helmet when you  ride a bicycle; (i.e.; volunteer, help a senior) and make you feel good; … and…. get outside and have fun.

A special “Thank You” to Vice Principal Murray and to our secretary, Mrs. Meek.  You both are amazing!  

Have a safe, enjoyable summer.				


Sincerely,
Debbie Rowsell

_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	
June Events and Awards
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	June 21  (Thursday)
	School Dance    6:45-9:15pm

	June 25  (Monday)
	Fun Activity Day   10:00am-2:50pm

	June26   (Tuesday)
	Awards Ceremony   1:30-2:30pm

	June 26  (Tuesday)
	Grade 8s visit  Lockview  (am)

	June 27  (Wednesday)
	Last day of full classes / Rain Date for Fun Activity Day

	June 28  (Thursday)
	Assessment & Evaluation Day (No school for students.)

	June 29  (Friday)
	Report Card Day/Last day of school…Dismissal mid- morning.

	September 5  (Wednesday)
	First day of school for the 2018-2019 school year

	September 20 (Thursday)
	First SAC Meeting (cafeteria)   6:00-7:30pm

	September 27 (Thursday)
	Curriculum Night for Parents/Guardians  7:00-8:15pm






June Dance

Our final dance will be held on Thursday, June 21st from 6:45pm-9:15pm. The attire is casual, summer wear, not formal dress. The cost is $7.00 per person. Tickets will be sold, in advance. No tickets will be sold at the door. Our Vanier students are permitted to sign-in grade 6, 7, 8 or 9 students from other schools. Only one sign-in is permitted per student. To sign someone in, our Vanier student would purchase the ticket, in advance, and provide the student’s name, parent/guardian name and phone number of the student being signed in, as we do make contact with the family.  All students who are signed in must be in good standing and not on suspension. All sign-ins have to be approved by Vanier administration. 

Our Student Council have arranged for a Photo Booth to be available for pictures at the dance. There is no fee for photos, as our Student Council already did a fundraiser to cover the cost. (Thank you to Student Council.) The photo booth will have backgrounds that reflect our dance theme of Under the Sea.

The staff is looking forward to a wonderful closing dance with our students.

Parents/Guardians are reminded that all students should be picked up, no later than, 9:30pm. Thank you, in advance.

2018-2019 School Supply lists
Please check our website over the summer for the 2018-2019 supply lists. Also, the list will be attached to our report card envelope and will also be posted on the school entrance window in August.



Report Cards

· Report cards will not be distributed until homeroom period on Friday, June 29th.  If a student will not be attending school on that last day, June 29th, parents/guardians are asked to please provide the office with a postage-paid, self-addressed, large envelope so that we can mail the report cards out at the end of the school day. 
· Report cards will only be distributed to the student or to the student’s parent/guardian. Others may not collect a report card for another person.
· If a student has to be picked up by a parent/guardian before bus arrival and departure, the student will need to have a note to give to the homeroom teacher re the pick-up time. This will avoid announcements being made and will reduce interruption in the classroom. Parents/Guardians are asked to wait in the front foyer where a teacher will be available to sign-out students when parents arrive. We will not be calling home for permission of students to leave before bus arrivals…the note will be required.
· The school will close at 3:30pm on Friday, June 29th. 
· All report cards that are not picked up at that time will be mailed.
· If there are questions pertaining to particular subjects following the distribution, parents/guardians should email the appropriate teacher before the end of the school day.


Student Fees for 2018-2019
The student fee for next year will be reduced to $25.00 per student and $40.00 if there are two students from the same family.  It will include the cost for the eGenda, Student Council activities and special events. Locks and lockers are provided to each student upon arrival but there is no fee for this service for next year. 


Excelling At Math….Purple Comets

On Friday, the 13th of April, 61 grade 7 and 8 students, divided into 11 teams, competed in the annual Purple Comet! Math Meet. The results are in and "The Math Proz" team came in first place at GPV and second place in Canada! Congratulations to the winners and to all participants. We are proud of you. (The Math Proz: Emily B., Charleigh M., Sofia M., Jacob M., Brooke S.​, Ashlyn W..)



Robotics 
The First LEGO League team recently went to Detroit for the world festival. We all thought that it was an amazing experience seeing all the teams and their incredible unique ideas of their project. It was also interesting seeing how each team approached problems related to hydro dynamics in different ways.
Matthew C.


Track and Field

The last eight weeks have been pretty busy in the mornings and afternoons with student- athletes training for the track season! 

On May 13/14, thirty-six athletes put on their Vanier singlets and track cleats to compete in the ‘County Meet’ held at Beazley field in Dartmouth. Coach Leach and Coach Hanlon could not be more proud of the determination and effort of all the student-athletes. Most were participating for the first time and experienced the thrill of competition. Congratulations to the whole team for winning the Boys’ and Girls’ County Championship and bringing home both banners. We had 29 of 36 student-athletes qualify for the Regional Meet. Great news once again … the girls brought home the regional banner!  Although the boys had another great showing, unfortunately, they ended up in a tie for 1st place with Fairview Jr High.  This meant that we had to go to a tie break and this resulted in Fairview winning the banner!  Well done both groups!!!!   Provincials are held in Sydney, Cape Breton, and we will have 19 of the original 36 representing our school! 

Thank you , to the coaches, student- athletes and parents for your continued support!
                                                                  

French Public Speaking Competition
The five classes of grade 8 French Immersion students participated in the French Public Speaking Competition (at the classroom level) in February.  Five students from Georges P. Vanier then competed regionally in April:  Sydney B. (805), Lydia R. (807), Molly W. (807), Monica J. (808),  and Anneka C. (809).  These students all did a great job when presenting to their classmates and represented GPV well at the regional contest in April.  We are very proud that two of our participants were invited to compete at the “Concours d’art oratoire provincial”, which took place on May 5th.  Sydney B. (early immersion category) and Anneka C. (late immersion category) both presented a polished, engaging speech.  Bravo!


Gauss Mathematics
Congratulations to those students who competed in the Gauss Mathematics Contest from the University of Waterloo! This is an international contest that took place around the world on May 16th.  Fifty-nine students in grades 7 and 8 competed this year, completing three different versions of the contest (Grade 7 English, Grade 8 English, and Grade 8 French). Students will receive their results at the end of June but they should all be very proud of themselves for taking on this challenging contest!



From the Guidance Corner
Our transition activities that were held for our grade six students in May were very successful. The grade six students joined us for a tour, information and a snack. On Tuesday, May 29th, Vice Principal Murray and our Student Council hosted a movie and popcorn night for our incoming grade 6 students. It was a fun night for all sixty in attendance.

Our grade 8 students will be heading to Lockview High School for their school tour on June 26th (am).  Permission forms to attend the tour of Lockview will be distributed and must be signed and handed in for the student to attend. 
Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have any concerns regarding your child. I can be reached by e-mail at rnugent@hrsb.ca.


G.P.V. Turning Points Competition
Students from our school, were selected to participate in a provincial writing competition called “ Turning Points”. This is one of the programs developed and funded by The Learning Partnership, a national not-for-profit organization.

This year, more than thirteen hundred local students, and more than twenty-five teachers were registered for the Turning Points program. Essays were first judged by Mount Saint Vincent University students, and finalists then moved to a second level of judging for final scoring.

Georges P. Vanier entered 20 students for judging. The results were astounding!

First place grade 7 - Sable C.

Third place grade 7 -Jada T.

Honorable mention grade 7 - Matthew C.

Honorable mention grade 7 - Lauren P.

The students who placed first, second and third, were presented with a plaque and a monetary award, by Regional Executive Director, Elwin LeRoux. Students then had the opportunity to read their essays to teachers, and families, at an awards ceremony. The two honourable mentions were presented with a framed certificate, as well, for their narratives.

The winners will have their essays published in a National Anthology of students’ works, for 2018. Congratulations to everyone who participated on behalf of G.P.V!

CHECK OUT DARTMOUTH ALL-CITY MUSIC!  
[image: ]                  

CHORAL:  Do you love to sing?  Why not audition for an All-City Choir?  Please ask your school music teacher about us, or visit http://dacm.hrsb.ns.ca  in mid-May for more information. 

BAND:  If you are registered for your school band for the fall and want to play in an ADDITIONAL band, please visit http://dacm.hrsb.ns.ca in early May to register for one of our All-City Bands!   Our Intermediate Concert and Studio B Jazz Bands do not require an audition, but our Symphonic and Studio A Jazz Bands do.  Please visit the website for audition information.

Shannon Lohnes
Administrative Assistant
Dartmouth All-City Music
902-464-2000 ext. 2721
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